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The volume I have the special privilege to present today, titled “The Reception of 

Antiquity in Byzantium with Emphesis on the Palaeologan Era”, initiates the publishing 

activities of the newly established Research Institute of Byzantine Culture at Mystras in 

the Southern Peloponnese in Greece. 

The primary mission of this Institute, which is affiliated to the University of the 

Peloponnese, is the promotion  of the education and the research in the main fields of 

Byzantine Culture, in particular the Byzantine History, Archaeology and Philology in 

their relationship with the Antiquity and the Modern World. To fulfil its mission the 

Institute organizes in its spacious and aesthetic building at Mystras postgraduate stud-

ies, Colloquiα and Conferences with the publication of their Proceedings. 

This is the case of the volume presented today, which comprises the Proceedings of 

an International Conference held at Sparta and published in the Institute’s Series of 

Editions in 2014. In 394 pages, it deals with some significant topics of the reception of 

Ancient Greek themes, concepts and characteristic motifs in Byzantine History, Phi-

losophy, Law, Philology and Art during the Palaeologan period. The fourteen (14) 

original, well-documented presentations, written in English or in Greek with extended 

summaries in English, are followed by rich bibliographical references and, when neces-

sary, by photographical material. 

To focus on some of these articles, which are divided into four sections 1) Byzantine 

History, 2) Philosophy and Law, 3) Byzantine Philology and 4) Byzantine Archaelogy.  

In the section of Byzantine History Professor Apostolos Karpozelos, a known inves-

tigator of Byzantine historians, based on the historical texts of the late Byzantine pe-

riod, convincingly argues that histories were conceived as potential tools of propa-

ganda for political religious and other reasons. The political circumstances in the Pa-

laeologan era made, however, some historians, such as Nikephoros Gregoras, more 
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outspoken in their Kaiserkritik, and more sensitive in social issues, or even clearly par-

ticipating in the development of politics, as in the case of Ioannis Kantakouzenos. This 

era’s historiographers were conscious of the decline of the imperial authority. 

A most interesting historico-philologial presentation, which thanks to its signifi-

cance will be more analytically presented, is that of Professor Kostas Konstantinides 

on the adventures of Aretha’s Platonic manuscript, the Oxonii Clarke 39, a valuable 

parchment of 895 A.D., comprising the 24 earlier Platonic dialogues and being the 

oldest manuscript of the Familia prima of Plato’s work. 

The author of this essay sheds light on the fortune of this famous manuscript: after  

Arethas’ death it remained in Constantinople until its Fall. Then it reached the monas-

tery of Saint John the Theologian in Patmos and in 1802 was acquired by Clarke, was 

entered in the Bodleian Library of the Oxford University and was advertised beyond 

the English borders, especially in France, by the famous Oxford Classical scholar 

Richard Porson. The other known classical scholar Thomas Gaisford included this 

unique manuscript in his valuable catalogue of the Clarke collection manuscripts , to-

gether with the Scholia vetussima, attributed mostly to Arethas himself. In the begin-

ning of the 19th century when the distinguished Greek scholar Adamantios Koraes 

published his edition of Isocrates in Paris, he expressed publicly his strong reaction 

against the monasteries of Patmos and Mt Athos for allowing European visitors to ob-

tain valuable classical manuscripts and thus depriving the Greek nation of this impor-

tant heritage. 

The creation of the Library of Patmos (Πατμιακὴ Βιβλιοθήκη) c. 1860, mainly 

by John Sakkelion, contributed to the safe preservation of the treasures of its manu-

scripts. Nevertheless, despite its adventures the Arethas’ Platonic manuscript provide a 

valuable textual source to the editors and commentators as the first manuscript of the 

Familia Prima of the Dialogues of Plato. 

Some remarkable aspects of the reception of the Antiquity in its various stages 

(mythological, classical and late), as illustrated in the works of Nikolaos Messarites, a 

Byzantine scholar of the second half of the 12th and the first quarter of the 13th cen-

tury, are investigated in Prof. Elias Grarenis’ presentation. 

Regarding the section of Philology in our volume, special attention shoud also be 

paid to Dr Gastgeber’s contribution on Prosopographic Palaeography as a new ap-

proach to Classical Literature in Byzantium. 

The Prosopographic Palaeography, as the author points out, attempts to bridge the 

gap between Philology and Palaeography by focusing on the persons producing or 

reading a text. It collects rich information on the use and the value of the text in Byz-

antine society examining why a manuscript was written in its special form of a certain 

time. Consequently, this new method of Prosopographic Palaeography resets the 

manuscripts in their social and cultural environment and asks for the reason of their 
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particular appearance. 

This presentation is characterized by its innovative character and its remarkable 

contribution to the field of the transmission of classical texts in the Byzantine period.  

 

The multi - dimensional reception of some Euripidean tragedies of passion, such as 

the Medea, Hippolytus, Bacchae, Hecuba and the Trojan Women, in the Byzantine 

drama of Christus Patiens is investigated in Prof. Xanthakis-Karamanos’ presentation. 

The author leaves aside the much-discussed issue of the authorship of this play as well 

as the many lexical reminiscences from Euripides and focus, for the first time, on the 

reception of some characteristic Euripidean conventions in the narrative and the dra-

matic technique as well as on the reception of concepts and dramatic situations of 

Christus Patiens. 

Regarding its dramatic technique the Byzantine drama has received some most typi-

cal Euripidean conventions: the expository prologue: Virgin Mary addresses an ex-

tended narrative prologue on the model of Euripides’ plays; the speaking persons in 

particular, Virgin Mary or the chorus announce, as in Euripides, the arrival of a new 

character; the dramatic heroine addresses the chorus or invokes the elements of Nature 

(Sun, Earth etc.), mainly in scenes of emotional tension, like Medea and Phaedra in the 

Hippolytus; passages of direct speech are interpolated in the narrative, especially in 

messenger’s speeches on the Passion and the Resurrection of Christ, as in the Euripid-

ean messenger’s account. 

The reception of concepts and dramatic situations sheds light on the intertextuality 

of the Euripidean plays and Christus Patiens, and to the cross fertilization of paganis-

tic and Christian motifs and ideas which characterize many works of Byzantine litera-

ture.  The author of the Byzantine drama selects common motifs from Euripides’ plays 

of passion and reworks (“refigures”) his material, adapting it to the ideological context 

of the Passion of Christ. Many instances illustrate such a practice. 

The contribution of Christus Patiens to the restitution of the text of Euripides’ Bac-

chae is also remarkable. Special Appendixes at the end of the presentation comprise: 

a) the readings from the text of the Byzantine drama printed in the text of the Bacchae, 

or cited in the apparatus criticus of the edition of the Euripidean play and b) verses of 

the Christus Patiens assigned to the last part of the Exodus of the Bacchae. 

Unexplored aspects of the reception of Euripides in this Byzantine drama are dis-

cussed in this extended article. 

The presentations on the field of Philology close with Dr Chrysochoou’s investiga-

tion of the Geography (“Geographiki Hyphegesis”) of Claudius Ptolemaeus in Byzan-

tium from the end of the 13th to the early 15th century.  

The author of the presentation examines both the sources of the surviving maps and 
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the contribution of scholars, particularly of Maximos Planoudes and later of Ni-

kephoros Gregoras, Isaac Argyros, and Ioannis Chortasmenos to the formation of Ptol-

emaeus’ maps, on the basis of the preserved manuscript tradition. The article provides 

a global approach of Ptolemaeus’ Geography in late Byzantine period. 

In the last section, dealing with the reception of Antiquity in Byzantine art, Prof. V. 

Penna’s, University of the Peloponnese, interesting presentation refers to the secular 

themes depicted in the Byzantine sigillography. Non religious Images of human fig-

ures, animals and birds, coming from the Graeco-Roman world, often provide the ico-

nography on seals especially in the Middle Byzantine period. The origin of these non 

Christian themes on lead seals is attributed to the cultural syncretism in the cosmopol i-

ian environment of Constantinople, in particular during the 10th century A.D. 

New information is also provided by Prof. Speliopoulou’s, University of the Pelo-

ponnese, focusing on Graeco-Roman tradition as echoed on ivory and bone caskets 

decorated with mythological scenes, mainly originated from illuminated manuscripts 

of ancient Greek texts. The finest of this category of luxurious works of art is the fa-

mous Veroli casket in London Victoria and Albert Museum with depictions of the 

Rape of Europa, the sacrifice of Iphigeneia, Hippolytus and Phaedra etc. 

The most representative article on Byzantine art in this volume refers to the recep-

tion of antiquity in Palaeologan Painting. Prof. M. Emmanouel of the National Techni-

cal University of Athens, based on and promoting the existing bibliography, highlights 

a) the stylistic ways of the use by the era’s painters of models from Graeco-Roman art 

and b) the usage by the painters of the Palaeologan period of special iconographic mo-

tifs, such as representations of haloed Greek philosophers, personifications of rivers, 

masks and griffins. All these themes influenced from Antiquity are adapted to the 

Byzantine aesthetics to complete the iconography of the predominating religious 

scenes. Moreover, the study of miniatures illustrating the Alexander romance (on a co-

dex at the Hellenic Institute in Venice) sheds light on the osmōsis, the fusion of the 

ancient Greek tradition and the forms originated from the East. This artistic language, 

as this presentation has shown, on the one hand survived in Balkan popular art and on 

the other, through the Italian Renaissance continues to provide artistic inspiration with 

forms and iconographic themes.  

The exploration of the reused architectural element of the Antiquity in the Ecclesi-

astical and the secular buildings of the Byzantine site of Mystras which closes this 

volume highlights aspects of the early history of the Fortified City of Mystras. 

This is an original research - study by Dr Arvanitopoulos, an archaeologist special-

ized in Mystras’ monuments, which is expected to provide very interesting data on the 

reception of Antiquity in the architectural style of Mystras. 
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The documented presentations included in this volume fill a gap in the bibliography 

on the reception of Antiquity in the Palaeologan times regarding some important issues 

of Philology, History and Archaeology. 

The Research Institute of Byzantine Culture of Mystras is preparing the publication 

of the Proceedings of two other interesting Conferences on the relations between East 

and West in the Palaeologan period and on the Palaeologan Mystras as the origin of 

Modern Hellenic Civilization. 

With these perspectives this newly established Research Institute of Byzantine 

Studies claims an appropriate position internationally. 
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Ἡ πρόσληψη τῆς ἀρχαιότητας στὸ Βυζάντιο κυρίως κατὰ τοὺς 
Παλαιολόγειους χρόνους. Ἐπιμέλεια ἐκδόσεως Γεωργία Ξανθάκη-Καραμάνου 

[Ἰνστιτοῦτο Ἔρευνας Βυζαντινοῦ Πολιτισμοῦ. Σειρὰ ἐκδόσεων 1], Ἀθήνα 2014, 

σελ. xxviii+394. ISBN 978-960-02-3007-9

Ὁ τόμος ἐγκαινιάζει τὴν σειρὰ ἐκδόσεων τοῦ Ἰνστιτούτου Ἔρευνας 

Βυζαντινοῦ Πολιτισμοῦ (τῆς Σχολῆς Ἀνθρωπιστικῶν Ἐπιστημῶν καὶ 

Πολιτισμικῶν Σπουδῶν τοῦ Πανεπιστημίου Πελοποννήσου), καὶ περιλαμβάνει 

τὰ πρακτικὰ τοῦ Διεθνοῦς Συνεδρίου ποὺ συνδιοργανώθηκε ἀπὸ τὸ ἐν λόγῳ 

Ἰνστιτοῦτο, τὴν Περιφερειακὴ Ἑνότητα Λακωνίας καὶ τὸν Δῆμο Σπάρτης (3-5 

Νοεμβρίου 2012).

Προτάσσονται ὁ πρόλογος τῆς Διευθυντρίας τοῦ Ἰνστιτούτου, κ. Ξανθάκη 

-Καραμάνου καὶ οἱ χαιρετισμοὶ καὶ προσφωνήσεις τῶν ἐπισήμων (σσ. i - xxviii). 

Οἱ ἀνακοινώσεις ἔχουν ἐνταχθεῖ σὲ 4  θεματικὲς ἑνότητες: α) Βυζαντινὴ Ἱστορία, 

β) Φιλοσοφία-Δίκαιο, γ) Βυζαντινὴ Φιλολογία, δ) Βυζαντινὴ Ἀρχαιολογία.  Στὴν 

πρώτη ἑνότητα, τῆς Βυζαντινῆς Ἱστορίας, συμπεριλαμβάνονται 5 ἀνακοινώσεις: 

Ὁ  Ἀ. Καρπόζηλος (Ἡ ἱστορία ὡς ὅπλο προπαγάνδας στὸ Ὕστερο Βυζάντιο, 

σσ. 3-16) ἐπικεντρώνεται στὰ ἱστοριογραφικὰ κείμενα τῆς ὕστερης βυζαντινῆς 

περιόδου καὶ ἀνιχνεύει πῶς ἑρμήνευσαν οἱ συγγραφεῖς τὴν δυναμικὴ τῆς 

ἱστορίας στὰ ἔργα τους. Ὁ Κ. Ν. Κωνσταντινίδης (Ἡ τύχη τοῦ χειρογράφου τοῦ 

Πλάτωνος τοῦ Ἀρέθα: Oxonii, Clarke 39, σσ. 17- 54+8 εἰκ.) περιγράφει συνοπτικὰ 

τὸν κώδικα Clarkianus 39 τοῦ Ἀρέθα καὶ παρακολουθεῖ τὶς περιπέτειές του 

ἕως ὅτου καταλήξει στὴν Βοδληϊανὴ Βιβλιοθήκη τῆς Ὀξφόρδης. Ὁ Α. Luttrell 

(The Reception of Antiquity on Rhodes after 1306, σσ. 55-67) παρακολουθεῖ 

τὶς ἀρχαιολογικὲς καὶ ἀρχαιογνωστικὲς δραστηριότητες στὸ νησὶ μετὰ ἀπὸ 

τὴν κατάληψή του ἀπὸ τοὺς Ἰωαννίτες ἱππότες. Ὁ A. Γ. K. Σαββίδης (Oἱ 

ἀρχαιοπρεπεῖς ὀνομασίες τῶν μεσαιωνικῶν λαῶν ἀπὸ τοὺς Βυζαντινούς, σσ. 69-

78), περιστρέφεται γύρω ἀπὸ θέματα ὀνοματοδοσίας τῶν γειτονικῶν λαῶν τοῦ 
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Βυζαντίου, μὲ ἔμφαση στὴν περίπτωση τῶν τουρκόφωνων φύλων. Ὁ Η. Γιαρένης 

(Προσλήψεις τῆς ἀρχαιότητας στὸ ἔργο τοῦ Νικολάου Μεσαρίτη, σσ. 79-106) 

ἐντοπίζει καὶ σχολιάζει τὶς μορφὲς πρόσληψης τῆς ἀρχαιότητας στὸ ἔργο τοῦ 

λογίου αὐτοῦ (β´ μισό 12ου-α´ μισό 13ου αἰ.). 

Δύο ἀνακοινώσεις περιλαμβάνει ἡ ἑνότητα Φιλοσοφία - Δίκαιο: ὁ Κ. Ι. 

Βουδούρης (Οἱ οἰκονομικοκοινωνικοπολιτικὲς ἀντιλήψεις τοῦ Γεωργίου Γεμιστοῦ 

Πλήθωνος καὶ ἡ Ἑλλὰς σήμερα, σσ. 109-123) προβαίνει σὲ παρατηρήσεις καὶ 

ἀναλύσεις σχετικὰ μὲ τρέχουσες καταστάσεις τῆς ἑλληνικῆς πραγματικότητας 

καὶ διατυπώνει τὴν ἄποψη πὼς οἱ ἀπόψεις τοῦ Πλήθωνος μπορεῖ νὰ εἶναι 

χρήσιμες γιὰ τὴν πορεία τοῦ ἑλληνισμοῦ σήμερα. Καὶ ἡ Κ. Α. Μπουρδάρα 

(Θέματα Δικαίου τὴν ἐποχὴ τῶν Παλαιολόγων, σσ. 125-138) διαπιστώνει ὅτι ἡ 

νομικὴ ἐπιστήμη δὲν μετέχει στὴν παλαιολόγειο ἀναγέννηση παρὰ μόνον μὲ τὴν 

πρακτική της μορφή, τῆς ἀπονομῆς τοῦ δικαίου. 

Στὴν ἑνότητα τῆς Βυζαντινῆς Φιλολογίας εἶναι ἐντεταγμένες 3 μελέτες: ὁ 

C. Gastgeber (A new methodical approach to classical Literature in Byzantium: 

Prosopographic Palaeography, σσ. 141-174), προτείνει μία νέα μέθοδο προσέγγισης 

τῶν βυζαντινῶν χειρογράφων, τὴν «προσωπογραφικὴ παλαιογραφία», ἡ ὁποία 

ἑνώνει τὴν φιλολογία μὲ τὴν παλαιογραφία ὑπὸ τὴν ἔννοια ὅτι ἐπικεντρώνεται 

ὄχι μόνο στὸ ἴδιο τὸ κείμενο ποὺ παραδίδει τὸ χειρόγραφο, ἀλλὰ καὶ στὰ 

πρόσωπα ποὺ σχετίζονται μὲ τὴν παραγωγὴ ἤ τὴν ἀνάγνωσή του. Ἡ Γεωργία 

Ξανθάκη-Καραμάνου (Χριστὸς Πάσχων: πρόσληψη ἀπὸ «παθητικὲς» τραγωδίες 

τοῦ Εὐριπίδη, σσ. 175-245) ἐξετάζει τὴν διακειμενικότητα τῆς ὁμάδας τῶν 

«παθητικῶν» τραγωδιῶν τοῦ Εὐριπίδη (Μήδεια, Ἱππόλυτος, Βάκχαι, Τρωάδες, 
Ἑκάβη) καὶ τοῦ Χριστοῦ Πάσχοντος. Ἡ Σ. Χρυσοχόου (Ἡ Πτολεμαϊκὴ Γεωγραφία 

στὸ Βυζάντιο, σσ. 247-271+ 6 εἰκ.) ἐξετάζει κυρίως τὴν συμβολὴ τῶν λογίων τῶν 

παλαιολογείων χρόνων στὴν μελέτη τῆς Γεωγραφίας τοῦ Πτολεμαίου. 

Οἱ τελευταῖες 4 μελέτες τοῦ τόμου, στὴν ἑνότητα τῆς Βυζαντινῆς 

Ἀρχαιολογίας, εἶναι οἱ ἀκολουθες: ἡ Β. Πέννα (Μὴ θρησκευτικὲς παραστάσεις 

σὲ Βυζαντινὲς μολύβδινες σφραγίδες (10ος αἰώνας). Καταβολὲς καὶ ἑρμηνευτικὲς 

προσεγγίσεις, σσ. 275-303 + 9 εἰκ.) ἀσχολεῖται μὲ τὶς σπάνιες περιπτώσεις ὅπου 

ἐντοπίζονται μὴ θρησκευτικὰ θέματα στὴν εἰκονογράφηση τῶν βυζαντινῶν 

σφραγίδων. Ἡ Ἰ. Σπηλιοπούλου (Ἡ πρόσληψη τῆς ἀρχαιότητας κατὰ τὴν 

περίοδο τῆς Μακεδονικῆς Δυναστείας. Πυξίδες ἀπὸ ἐλεφαντοστοῦν μὲ ἀρχαῖα 

εἰκονογραφικὰ μοτίβα, σσ. 305-337+ 19 εἰκ.) περιγράφει εἰκονογραφικὰ μοτίβα  

μὲ σκηνὲς τῆς ἑλληνορωμαϊκῆς μυθολογίας σὲ ἀντικείμενα τῆς βυζαντινῆς 

μικροτεχνίας ἀπὸ τὴν ἐποχὴ τῆς μακεδονικῆς δυναστείας. Ἡ Μ. Ἐμμανουὴλ (Ἡ 
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ἀρχαιότητα στὴν ζωγραφικὴ τῶν Παλαιολόγων: Εἰκαστικοὶ τρόποι, μοτίβα καὶ 

εἰκονογραφικὰ θέματα, σσ. 339-372+ 16 εἰκ.) σχολιάζει τὴν παρουσία θεμάτων 

άπὸ τὴν ἀρχαιότητα στὴν ζωγραφικὴ τῆς ἐποχῆς τῶν Παλαιολόγων. Τέλος ὁ 

Σ. Ἀρβανιτόπουλος (Ἐπανάχρηση ἀρχιτεκτονικῶν μελῶν τῆς ἀρχαιότητας 

σὲ ἐκκλησιαστικὰ καὶ κοσμικὰ κτήρια τοῦ Μυστρᾶ, σσ. 373-394 + 9 εἰκ.) 

ἐξετάζει τρόπους ἐπανάχρησης ἀρχαίων ἀρχιτεκτονικῶν μελῶν σὲ κοσμικὰ καὶ 

ἐκκλησιαστικὰ κτήρια τοῦ Μιστρᾶ. 

Ἀπὸ τὴν σύντομη ἐπισκόπηση τῶν περιεχομένων τοῦ τόμου προκύπτει ἡ 

ποικιλία καὶ τὸ ἐνδιαφέρον τῶν θεμάτων ποὺ παρουσιάστηκαν καὶ ἡ συμβολή 

τους στὸν ἐπιστημονικὸ διάλογο. Ἡ ἐκτύπωση εἶναι ἄψογη καὶ ἀναμένονται μὲ 

ἐνδιαφέρον καὶ τὰ πρακτικὰ τοῦ δευτέρου συνεδρίου τοῦ Ἱδρύματος Βυζαντινοῦ 

Πολιτισμοῦ, μὲ θέμα «Τὸ Βυζάντιο στοὺς Παλαιολόγειους χρόνους. Σχέσεις 

Ἀνατολῆς καὶ Δύσης», ποὺ διεξήχθη ἀπὸ 6-8 Νοεμβρίου 2015 στὸν Μιστρᾶ. 

Στυλιανοσ Λαμπακησ
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